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DESCRIPTION OF TSE HEWLY ESTABLISHED PROVINCE - 
OF BACT CAYLONG IN CAMBODIA 


{fhe following 1s the translation of an unaigned 
srsicle in Realités Opgmrodytennssa (Combodian News), | 
- Phnom Penh, T July Tee, pre is 6,6, & %f 


On mimerous escesions Prince Norodom Sibenovk has: 

erphesized the oosnesic and atretagie ipportance of the 
upper regiona of tha jrovincss Kratié end Stung Treng. 
. £3 early a6 27 Pebruary 1956, His Royal Highness 
amounced before the National Assemhiy that the Government ; 
‘ intends4 to put up for congideration a Plan for Reclawation! 
_ snd a Plan of Administrative Peforme, The carrying-ont of 
' this program ought to reauit in the ereation of ths pro~ ; 
vines of Rattenekirt (where reclamation is aireedy in pro- | 
gress) cmd mors recently in the creation of the province of . 
Raut-Chhilong. 


The Problems to be Faced 


Fox the technicians who know Eaut-Chhlong, three 
problems must be sclwed in this region: 1) Ruman: the inte-: 
gration of the Kheerez Losu mountain people into the Khmer: 
coumunity; 2) Koonomie: the reclsuation of the land ard the: 
expiewation ef the forests; 2} Steateste: the guarding of 
this histerie investor route. 


the Problem of our Som. -nowsd Compatriote 


There are only abous 13,000 inhabitants seattered 
over & territory as large as Belgtux, living in most in« 
stances # life of the forest sad making little contact 

with the cutsice world. 
Scarcely 30 years age a part ef the mong people 
dived in a permanent state of semi-revelt, refusing to pay 
taxes and opposing aay worm ef foreign ponetration. Even | 
today a faded sign ri¢ena maid the brwzh at the entrance to 
the Richaume way, rarning the traveler: "attention, you are 
entering the dcmain of tbe Phnongs!" This joplies the con- 
mon understanding that "the Admintatration refuses all re-. 


ais ; 


Sponaitility fos eeythiag which may henpen to you hare"! 

“Bot from 1655 thig herete epech is no more than a 
remembrance. The lusgivetive tcuriat can have a Poetrosps c= 
tive abiver before there man three-guerters nude and with 
a4 upright end proud look shout them: towever the aword and 
the apetr have only ¢ ritual and decoretive value to them. 
The Havt Chhiong has extirsly suceumbded to the modern world. 
: _ From 1958, the mountsin eseols have been integrated 
jnto the Khner comunity, The elephant hunter of the 
Srepe: hag . the aame rights snd duties as — the Khmer 
Foasant of Battaxbeng or Prey Veng. 

The Mnongs, undoubtedly the firat oceupauta of the 
region, played on importeat rote in the history of the 
tlener Kingdoms thase mes of the Marches /T.60, 4 military 
frontier region. Tr./ moat often toek poet aa allies cf the 
Enmera in compaigns ageinst the Kingdow of Chance. Tre | 

ievres of Fhaongs on tha hae reliefa sf Bayon reusin as 
lasting evidenow of this. In the resent past “diplomatic” 
relations hava exieted between the Khmer rulers anc esrtein 
tribal chieftans aven tegend the actual border of Vietnam, 
Tha it ta that the King of Fire (Sdeek Fhienng) remains in 
high esteen with the Eimere of today. These relations have 
ceased crly with the Preach -retectorate. 

Weaterncrs heve often weittun that the Khaer meaning 
of the word “phnong* would bo 'aavego’ (or sometimes even 
flave). This is rather for from the truth. This name is 
merely the Khesr promunoleticn of the word “bu nong"t which 
fle what the Phnongs cali theusealwes, In any cage there is 
not the pajorative nuanes which was believed to have been 
found there, 

Tao Throng grecpe inhahi. the haut-<Chhleng, the 
Eietw eed the Bu fer, aAecng ell the Poneng groups living 
11 Vietnamsae territory, they nee the nost aetive end the 
most enterprising and constituts a pele of attraction as 
far sae Fan Me Thuct aed eveu Platku. Several hundred 
ftlengs inhabit the southern part of che Province, 

: We are devoting ourscives to the current problems 
of maluuisition, asmitery cenditioys and cultural pene- 
tration. : 


Kaloutrition 


The majerity of the grours of mountain people lives 
on "payee" farace nlearceé by Pleing the Lead and using the 
ash en foetiiiser. Ye,/ ar tiiicge on “hedlia.” ‘The une 
of thie type of efluivatton is wo longer sarried ony the 
wf? this sci]. depletion can be 


moat serach dlluathwe tt on 
found in the completely aterile @esert of the latertte 


we Shee 


lands in the region of the Camp De Relland. . 

_In the dense fvrest the use of the "ray" can for 
several yesrs give a sufficient yield (ehout two tous per 
hectare) whick will assure a supply of rice for the entire 
yeer. Howewar in the villages ef the clear forest whera 
the aoii is poor the possibilities of using "raya" are very 
medioore end limited. This type of cultivation causes the 
somlenomadian of the villages whers entire populations of 
the town must undertake a search periodically for new. 
erabye lends, 

Frequently there are shortages of food for several 
months of the year. Eowevar one cannot speak of famine, 
for the gathering of wild vegetables {of which theve are 
several dozen varieties), hunting or more exactly the 
gathering of every type of animel judged edible, furnish 
& supplementary diet which ia completely staple. 

Koweyer several villegea on the bankw of the Srepok, 
Prek Tioba and Prak Te rivexs, cultivate flooded rt ce- 
fields and get a eatisfectory vleld, Bot thia type of 
cultivation is only used when the Khmer influence is strong 
and when the mountain people can see for themselves the 
fing herpvests from the rice-fialde; this meane in wixed 
vilisges, ; 

In these villeges the uurpiue is "exportad*® to the 
southern mountain villages where it is used as a means of 
exchange (eleviiants. buffaloes, bides, obo.) 

Two of three rilleges near the Vietnamese frontier 
Specialize in sapturing and treining wild elephants. 
Generally this important: ashivity assures « sufficient 
prosperity for the antize community. 

Tha leck of ersbis Lerds due $0 the practice of 
"ray" and the maleutrivicn which resulte is the chief 
eauss of the constant demugraphic drop ef the village pop- 
ulations. , 


The Economie Importance of Haws Shblong 


In the past the Haut Chhlong remained the haunt of 
the minorities and the blg-gems hunteros. It was just a 
white spot on the map. It oad not bean explored by any 
aeclentific axpadition, nor had any private business shown 
any interest in it. (t ssemed that tha laterite hills of 
the Camp Le Rolland hed succesied in discouraging even the 
most 6&8. prospectors. 

It was only efter i947 that several expeditiona from 
the Geographic Service of Indochina drew up a map of 1/ 
100,CO0th. But the Haut Chhlong waa’ almost always forgot- 
ten. We say almost because tha lusberers which are the 
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e 


last pioneers in the mocevn ager, have theowm theuseives 
into the daveloomens of the marvelous forest which borders 
the Prek Chhilon. Later the works of Sse Keum snd the 
Palikel were cevelaped 4 fu the south. 
Ali the expsarta ar ahd in agresment that the forest 
kes 800,000 hecteres, taat ite tetel stock is still far 
fram detemained and that ae le ons of the mast beautiful 
a Caroocia., Henes, all the necessary Torestry regulations 
ava besa strictly applied in the cutiine of a rational 
San for its yas Segntah ra end rosettiement, I+ 48 even 
pesaiiia to hops thet in the nsar futuvrs teek plentations 
Wild be crasted. Judging from the oxportmental vurseriesa 
Iu Sour Vietnan, these tesea nxoclimate themselves rather 
Gani iv, 
The gevelopaent of the forests raached ites Kigh . 
, VECARAe of militery neege during the years L843 “1953. 
pl Aaws in the Beraard WAN Chasrig notisear the 
' for tote slowlngedown may be clisged as follows; 
ane of axportatiou te North Vietuem which wae the 
: buyer 5 2} sost getoes bon AE) aug in large part 
ort ang menepowes ditfiov ties; 4) the development 
thin Toereste eran’ theo met oort of S4ranoukvilie, 
iG Wust os nobeo hewower that tie dewsiopmens of the 
forests #heuld find nee feo teace Aue to the cecmprctal 
tresty betwoen Coumusnist Ces rie ard wT DES, By 
Trans port GifCieultiet comathiuuhed the greatest 
pandicap 4a the deve toy ant or the ferasts of Haut Chhlong. 
the Piceting of the lege dev the Prek Chhloag and 
thes the Mekong to Phicom-Farh i¢ the root economieal. But 
this ideal meane of mayveng the lunber foou the regions 
along the Banke of the Pret Ganong ie alee rgrioban Cuter 
Pilcated wr the eae “ert Floods which x aridt $he launching 
ar wafhs only curane & aaet B61 afk Burk sg toes yea". More@9 
over these pafte are often wane up of ee which has a# 
density grestar than dp £8C which requires support of great 
messes ef bamboo, hese Aiffienltics have caused mont ofthe 
dumberera to abandon floating the Logs. 
Manpower ie furnished by the Knasr Isiemic willegea. 
vou the province of Ke- sham, Ly the locei Knmar villages 
and oceans Lous Dy by the mountain people. . : 
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Prospeste for the Futucs 

820,000 kegs CAMEOS dense forest; 700,006 heetaras 
ef clear Poterts 200,000 een of savennat. 

the greater past of the Glaar foraat is covered by 
an entremsly pocyr soll, sad the savonca conceels a laterite 
completely sterile ontrags. res possitiiities are meagre. 


In the regiung ehupe the denae forests ars at a low 
altitude (160 matarc) neee See Ftum, Le Palket and Prek 
Chhiong, there je avery porsisliity for dudustrial craps 
especially heves /pera-rubber planb?, It will be desire~ 
able that in tha aubliine ef the foreat’s development to 
ag¢ek Une tse of the secondery praducts sspeclally wood oti 
ftuile de bois/ used crude for ths caviking of boata ov 
gathered for uae in the distillation of gatten. The rattan 
ia vecarsized e¢ of superior quality, it 4s made first on 
the 16ca1 merket aad cavable ef esupeting with the rattan 
of Milasie. Bamboo elise deserves esrious atudy for ite 
poraipiiitiss on the wertd market, 

the regloms of fertile lende a) a high altitnds 
(eerily 1,060 meters) shich perder the fronbier cf Viete 
nea woule be idea for the waising of coffee, tea sci cep 
tein pleats usec in tarttles, 

AB adcigion to thage industrial coraps tt will be 
iey te extend the raising of food crocs for lecal 
b for pubting lege aaotions 
tne Frek Piobe velley into rise fields and for axtending 


The gubesol) of Hast Gnileng te totally BAK OWN » 
There has never been any proitacting and one cannot meke 


eng judgment elthout any serious studisa, 


The Haut Chnhleng 16 a suyearb hoating area waere all 
species af the eninels of Indochine can be found ineluding 
the most pare guch an the Fovorel er grog ox, An effective 
aygtem of reguistions wiat ot serlied fur the protection of 
thote species whi ch pecaning entines. A&A National Park 
conld assily be established iu the idecl gone oP clear 
forest eround the region of Ba Phiok. 


a Of Raclemation 


SE er ie areal ere SM NG Re tbat ante 


Raut Cahlong: Pron: 
( pceteiemned anbided hatdiines batons CP RAO Le oT Oe 


Cne mash adwit that tae mountain cones with a smail 
population fae ail intents ent pursoses do not pertictpata 
in the ecovomle life of Camboéia., These gones cover about 
1/4 of the tereitory, aA quick ravisy of the reclamation 
Fropiews ia Heot Chhler,g can sise bs usaful for obher re« 
gions wheres naariy identicei conditions pravatl such a2 
the backward lands of Stung Trang, le Casine ds L'Eléphant, 
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mows taine. On ly Over 
woe GF living con force 
ne es find the most charace 
he Telond or Jagx om mueng the Inorote 
on toe Leland wi where it cen be seid that the popu- 
istionn had olor eae the mrmteine. Poe uwbth Fang Lae 
centiy toa Vietnomeee, the Taoenese and aven the Chinese 
¥ tiveres shown the pe sane) reluctsnca $6 leave the over= 
pervalates pletius for the wmonaiteain vegious. 
i The: Fee Wee ten evohlews for the mountein TORS one 
OS a a Gor ef thess tachmi ¢# ore 
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Zones oF cultivation, hah te 
2G a6 well the prescnh 
PVesettiensst 

We cone now to the seecud provleng: Where te Pind 
the evigrests wliling to ter thta Padyantive” in the virgin 
regions? 

This cen be done by integrating the 11,600 ode 
movateLn poeple in the reclamation plien. taking into account 
WitneG api i tudes and the cepabllitiss for edapting thee 
eeives, Tris wilh not he gone without difticuities, aL) 
PiPst of which being te wet repuler woo from these rather 
independens poorle, 

hut ebeve ali thie osm be Gone by giving all con 
ventlenars ama Leellitise to thesé peatants who hava Left 
of the ovyar-popuieted regiune, to the Kheera of South 
i” Tho hel to returs to the Kingdom, esd to darubti» 
nOleiers vo ava wvnencloyad. 
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